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ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Karl Toepfer teaches dramatic literature and theatre history in the Theatre
Arts Department, where he is also the Graduate Coordinator. He received his
doctorate from UClA. His last mainstage production for the Department was
The Adding Machine in Spring 1988. Since that time he has been pursuing
theatre research which has appeared in Theater Three, Performing Arts Journal, and Journal of Dramatic Criticism and Theory, among other publications.

DIRECTOR'S NOTES
Goethe Wrote Stella in 1775, and since that time, the play has provoked
controversy regarding its theme of the relation between marriage and passion. For many years, the play was banned from the stage because of its
strange ending. For the first production (Weiman, 1806), Goethe supplied a
new, acceptable ending in which Fernando and Stella commit suicide. But
this "solution" to the problem of men and women who love "too much" has
always seemed to lack conviction. Therefore, we are performing the original
ending. But the existence of two endings reinforces the notion of indeterminacy governing the mood of the play. Fernando cannot decide which woman
he loves best, nor, it seems, can either Stella or Cecilia love him enough
unless they love each other. Nor should the spectator be able to decide
which woman is "best," for the play suggests that we cannot love anyone
without discovering our capacity to love someone else. Any serious expression of romantic feeling implies a transgression of social convention governing erotic relations: for Goethe marriage apparently "contains" love by constricting it. A major irony of the play is that the conventional man of action,
the aristocratic soldier, Fernando, is unable to act decisively or heroically in
relation to sexual passion, and it is the women who act boldly, courageously,
in this zone of experience.
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This production is in associate entry in the American College Theater Festival
(ACTF). The aim of this national theater education program are to identify and
promote quality in college-level theater production. To this end, each .production entered is eligible for adjudication by a regional ACTF representative, and
certain students are selected to participate in ACTF programs involving
awards, scholarships, and special grants for actors, playwrites, designers, and
critics at both the regional and national levels.
last year more than 800 productions and 17,000 students participated in
the American College Theater Festival nationwide. By entering this production,
our department is sharing in the ACTF goals to help theater grow and to focus
attention on the exemplary work produced in college and university theaters
across the nation.
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Multiply an energetic corps of bright, young Dancers by the
provocatice Action of innovative staging, divide by New ideas
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Theatrical Flash combined with Originality
divided by to-tapping Rhythms set over spectacular color and
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